
 

A FEW WORDS FROM THE PRINCIPAL 
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The recent time change in which we spring the clocks ahead an hour is a wonderful reminder that the weather is 
about to break and the end of the school year is upon us.   The LHS school year seems to go by very quickly with 
the months of May and June arriving so fast.  In this edition of our newsletter you will find great information from 
our Technology, Special Education, and Social Studies departments.  Examinations are nearing, which means our 
students, together with their teachers are busy preparing for the review process as well as project completion.  These 
departments provide an example of how diligently our faculty is working to prepare students for the completion of 
the school year.  I am confident that you will be impressed by what your read. 
 
The School Budget vote is set for Tuesday,  May 21 at the High School from 7:00 AM until 9:00 PM.  The         
proposed budget tries to balance fiscal responsibility with sound educational philosophy.  There are two Board of 
Education seats open as well.  The best part of American democracy is our constitutional right to vote and I implore 
you to execute yours on May 21.   
 
On the student front, new leaders in various organizations will be elected.  Plans are in place for inductions, award 
ceremonies, and end of the year social events.  Before we know it graduation will be here.  On that note, I have a 
serious message to parents of seniors.  There is no such thing as a school sanctioned senior skip day.  Please advise 
your senior to attend school each and every day until graduation. 
 
Springtime for all students is a time to exhibit care and intelligence.  Very simply, all students need to be smart, be 
careful, and make sound and wise decisions as they approach school, the prom, and other activities.  Be extra    
careful when any of these activities are combined with driving or being a passenger in a car.  We have worked very 
hard to make sure the prom will be affordable, safe and fun.  Some activities we have planned to support this      
include a simulator regarding impaired driving, and an assembly involving a demonstration from Mercy Flight.  
Parents, please continue to team with us and talk to your son or daughter about making good choices. 
 
As we enter the last two months of the school year, I will turn my attention to the Class of 2013.  The students in 
this class possess so many talents and skills that I am certain that they will have a positive impact on the world.  It 
has truly been a joy to watch the Class of 2013 progress and grow during my experiences as an administrator here at 
LHS.  Through the accomplishments of this class, Lancaster High School is certainly a better place.  Class of 2013, 
please accept my sincere and genuine congratulations on your pending graduation.  I want to personally think you 
for making this year as principal such a joy and honor. 
 
It is always bittersweet for me to see the school year coming to a close.  As always, I feel very fortunate to be the 
leader of this unbelievable school community.  Take your time and enjoy this edition of the Newsletter because I 
know you will find it to be both informative and enlightening. 
 
Mr. Marchioli 
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Learning Styles for Special           
Education Students 

Every person learns in a different way.  One’s preference in how they learn new information is 
called their learning style or technique.  Some may find that they learn everything in a similar 
manner.  They have a dominant learning style.  Others may learn by using a mix or combination 
of learning styles.  They may be multi-modal learners.  There is no best or right learning style.  It 
is a very individual choice.  You may use a specific learning style to master one subject or      
activity, and another style or technique for a different activity.  Likewise, ones learning styles are 
not fixed.  One can acquire knowledge using different learning techniques at different stages in 
their life. 
 
Learning styles guide the way your child learns.  They affect how one internalizes the              
experiences they have and how they recall information they have acquired.  How a child learn 
uses different parts of the brain.  When one uses more of their brain during the learning        
process, they remember more of what they learn. 
 
Teachers use different methods and techniques in their classrooms to hit the various learning 
styles of all students.  Marilee Sprenger in Differentiation Through Learning Styles and Memory 
states that through various ways of teaching, everyone can learn under the right circumstances.  
Different learning styles of students include visual, auditory and tactile/kinesthetic methods.  If a 
student is a visual learner, they learn best when information is presented to them in the visual 
form.  Techniques teachers and parents can use to teach children who favor this learning style 
include seeing written words/reading, using pictures or having the students draw pictures of 
words/concepts they are learning, drawing diagrams, and using/drawing maps, time lines, and 
charts.  Creating webs and underlining or highlighting notes will help these individuals when 
studying.  A child who favors an auditory learning style may learn best by hearing concepts or 
words repeated aloud, engaging in debates or group discussions, oral presentations and/or    
reports, lectures, creating rhymes or sayings to help memorize concepts, and listening to stories 
to name a few.  They can study for tests by reading/reciting notes, or listening to recorded notes, 
or explaining material they need to know to someone else.  A child whose learning strength    
include the tactile/kinesthetic style learns best through hands-on activities such as experiments 
and collecting items, projects, role playing, field trips and movement. 
 
Teachers many times use cooperative groups to accommodate a variety of teaching methods at 
once, thus encouraging students to improve their knowledge by challenging them to learn in   
different ways.  By recognizing and understanding a child’s own unique learning style(s),    
teachers and parents can use techniques better suited to  
helping children to learn.  This can improve their desire to 
inquire, investigate and discover new concepts in the world  
around them. 
 
Charlene Scheitinger 



 

 
2012-2013 Bridge Design 

Champions 
 

Each year Mr. Marsala’s Principles of Engineering class (POE) has a bridge 
design challenge.  POE is part of the Project Lead the Way (PLTW)             
engineering program at the high school.  Each group of students uses math, 
physics, structural computer software, and 3D modeling software to design 
their bridge.  Once the computer model of the bridge is finalized, a laser cutter 
is used to cut the bridge parts out of basswood.  The bridge is assembled, 
painted and named.  The bridge is then destructively tested in a stress       
analyzer.  The students analyze the results and present their findings in a        
formal presentation to the class. 
 
Interesting comparison.  If the Pika Bridge was compared to the S. Grand     
Island Bridge it would hold 1,126,750lbs or 402 Toyota Camry sedans. 
 

Congratulations to the this years Bridge Design Champions 
  

 Glen Post, Dakota Koch & Luke Heary 
holding the Pika Bridge  

Weight 0.18lbs 
Held 321lbs 

Load to weight ratio 1782.2 

TECH. ED. DEPARTMENT 





 
 

EARTH DAY RAIN BARREL PAINTING CONTEST  
 
 The students and teacher in S11 have been getting very green lately.  For the 2013 
Erie County Department of Environment and Planning Earth Day Rain Barrel Painting Contest 
they have done just that.  The Coca-Cola Bottling Company of Buffalo provided the bland  
barrel, but the students in Mrs. Ballings’ Biology class gave it personality.  The rain barrel 
was first sanded and primed with Glidden Gripper. 
 The design concept centered around the idea that water is necessary for all life on 
Earth, and the students painted the barrel during 5 minute class breaks between periods. 
 The Erie County Department of Environment and Planning chose the theme “Rainwater 
is a resource, not just runoff!”  The rain barrel features a beautiful scene, decorated with 
rhinestone raindrops, colorful flowers, complete with a river with fish and frogs. 
 After the contest, the finished barrel will be placed in a public area in Lancaster (still 
to be determined).  The water the rain barrel collects will be used to do things like water 
plants, saving money, and saving drinking water.  The contest was open to all middle and high 
schools around Western New York, and shows how even little steps can help our environment.  
We wish them good luck in the contest! 
 
 
 
   

SCIENCE DEPARTMENT  

This blog post was written by Madison (Mady) MacPeek, a 9th grade Living      
Environment student at Lancaster High School. 



SCIENCE DEPARTMENT  
 

EARTH DAY RAIN BARREL PAINTING CONTEST cont’d. 
 
 The Science Honor Society also participated in the competition to design and paint a 
rain barrel according to the theme:  Rainwater is a resource, not just runoff!  The rain  
barrel will be donated to Court Street Elementary School to collect rainwater to be used 
for their landscaping.  Mrs. Miller’s Living Environment students submitted ideas for 
themes, and members of the Science Honor Society picked their favorite theme idea, and 
painted the barrel.  The picture on the left is the front of the barrel, and the one on the 
right is the back of the barrel. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
   

; 
 
 
 
 
                                                 The Junior Class will be sponsoring a takeout Chiavetta’s Chicken 
                                                  Dinner on Tuesday, May 21—the day of the school budget vote. 
                                                  Dinner orders can be picked up in the LHS Cafeteria between 
                                                  2:45—6:00 PM.  Each dinner includes a half chicken, potato salad,  
                                                  coleslaw and a roll, in a takeout container.  The cost is $8.50 per 
                                                  dinner.  All proceeds go directly to the Junior Class 
 
                                                   If you would like to pre-order please email Kristin Eberhart,  
                                                   Junior Class Advisor, at keberhart@lancaster.wnyric.org 
                                                   By May 13, 2013.  Make checks payable to Junior Class-2014. 
 
 

JUNIOR CLASS EVENT 



 

 
SCIENCE DEPARTMENT  

Lab Requirement Deadline Reminder 
 
The lab requirement for science courses whose final exam is a New York State 
Regents Exam must be completed by 2:45pm on Friday, May 31, 2013. Stu-
dents who have not completed this requirement cannot be allowed to sit for 
   the New York State Regents examinations in Chemistry, 
   Physics, Earth Science, or Living Environment. This is a 
   state regulation for which we cannot make any             
   exceptions.  Please be sure that students in Regents and 
   Honors science courses complete this requirement by  
   handing in all of their written lab work by the stated  
   deadline. 

 

Visit the school website for the most up-to-date school information: 
www.lancasterschools.org 

   
        Science Honor Society 
         Induction Ceremony 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Where:  Lancaster High School 
                 Auditorium 
 
 When:    Tuesday, May 14 
 
 Time:      6:00 PM 
 
    





 
                   June Exam Week   

         Transportation 
 

The only transportation provided to school is the regular morning bus run.   
There is NO MID-DAY transportation provided to school. 

 

Transportation is provided home after the morning and afternoon exams. 
 

Students should check the showcase to the right of the auditorium doors  
for bus assignments and time schedule after June 1st. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Monday, June 3 
7:00 pm 

LHs AUDITORIUM 
 
 

RSVPs due By Tuesday, May 28 
 

Scholarships also need to be  
self-reported to the Counseling  

Center by Friday, May 24...   

 
AP EXAM SCHEDULE 

AM EXAMS 7:30AM -11:30AM 
PM EXAMS 11:30AM - 3:30PM 

DATE TIME EXAM ROOM 
5/6 AM Chemistry 122 
5/6 PM Psychology 122 

5/7 AM 
Spanish 
Language 122 

5/8 AM 
Calculus   
AB/BC 122 

5/9 AM 
English   
Literature   122 

5/10 AM 
English     
Language 122 

5/10 PM Statistics 122 

5/13 AM Biology 122 

5/13 AM 
Music     
Theory Conf. Rm. 

5/13 PM 
Physics C:  
Mechanics 122 

5/14 AM 
Government  
& Politics 122 

5/15 AM US History 122 

5/16 AM 
Macro-       
economics 122 

5/16 AM World Hist. Conf. Rm. 

5/22 AM 
Music Theory   
Conflict Only 

Counseling  
Center 

5/22 PM 
World History  
Conflict Only 

Counseling  
Center 





 

Junior-Senior Prom 
 

Friday June 7 
 

Buffalo Convention Center 
 

6:00 pm - 11:00 pm 

 
 

 
 

Price $55 each ticket 
 
 

Juniors and Seniors may purchase 
tickets on May 6  - May 10 

 

Tickets will be sold before & after 
school in the auditorium 

Mon., June 10 
to 

Thur., June 13 

  

Monday May 13 
1:30 pm 

LHS South Lot 

Friday June 7 

LHS Cafeteria 

periods 1-3 

Tickets $5 

Purchase tickets from a  

SCEB member or in room 143 (Orchestra Suite) 

 

 
Graduation 2013 

 

Friday June 21 

Kleinhans Music Hall  
 

7:00pm 

- Honoring all spring athletes and seniors who have lettered at LHS - 
 

Wednesday June 5 @ 6:30pm in the LHS Auditorium 

Before/In Between/After Exams 

 

Visit the school website for the most up-to-date school information: 
www.lancasterschools.org 





 
Looking for a Graduation Gift?? 

 
Stop by the LHS School Store for: 

sweatshirts, hats, t-shirts, book bags, 
coffee cups, water bottles and much more.. 

 
Open Monday - Friday  

7:30 am – 2:25 pm 

Discount  
Senior Apparrel 
now available  
in room 143 

(Orchestra Suite) 
**sizes are limited** 

 

Visit the school website for the most up-to-date school information: 
www.lancasterschools.org 












